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HISTORY OF SVPE

• President Sands commissioned external consultants to evaluate gender-

based violence on campus.

• It was recommended that prevention education be centralized.

• The Sexual Violence Prevention Initiative (SVPI) was convened to 

develop a strategic plan for this development.

• SVPE is operationalizing the strategic plan.



1

2

3

Empower individuals and communities with the knowledge, 

skills, and resources.​

Challenge harmful attitudes and behaviors.​

Collaborate with diverse constituents to create a culture of 

respect, equity, and accountability.

Our Goals



MEET THE TEAM
Jenn Wiggins, MA, LPC, Director

Jennifer Leili, Ph.D, Assistant Director for Grad/Prof Engagement

Madeline Cooper, MS, Assistant Director for Undergraduate Student 
Leadership

Phillip Ray, MSW, Community and Engagement Outreach Specialist

VOICES Peer Educators



PREVENTION

Primary prevention 
focuses on education and 

awareness-raising to 
change attitudes, 

behaviors, and societal 
norms to stop gender 

violence from happening.

Secondary prevention 
targets individuals who 
have experienced or are 
at risk of experiencing 

sexual violence, aiming to 
reduce the immediate 
harm or mitigate the 

consequences.

Tertiary prevention 
focuses on minimizing the 

long-term effects of 
sexual violence for 

survivors. It also includes 
preventing reoffending by 

individuals who have 
perpetrated gender 

violence.





SOME EXAMPLE 
WORKSHOPS



A look ahead to the 

future...



A LOOK AHEAD

• Develop graduate and professional student programming

⚬ Collaborations with GPSS, RGSA, Graduate Student Services, Ombuds 

Office

⚬ In conversation with HEC

• Connect with different academic departments and organizations

• Create resources for graduate students

⚬ Prevention toolkit

⚬ Online module



DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

• What kinds of gender-based violence prevention education would 

feel meaningful and relevant to you as a graduate student?

• Regarding gender-based violence, what do you think are the biggest 

challenges that graduate students face?

• Are there specific topics that you would like to see covered in 

prevention education?

• How can our office create events and resources that are appealing 

to graduate students?



THANK YOU

Instagram

svpe_vt JenniferL25@vt.edu Request a Program
svpe@vt.edu
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