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“KNOWLEDGE IS POWER” 
– SIR FRANCIS BACON

• Empower community members to learn or reinforce vital knowledge of their rights  

• Provide the perspective of one of your police officers on these vital topics

• I’m not the expert, but willing to share what I know

• Encourage community members to keep exploring, learning and sharing

• I am not an attorney or a judge ☺

• We will be going over some legal concepts, but this is not a comprehensive legal class.



“The Virginia Tech Police Department 

strives to enhance the safety and quality 

of life for students, faculty, staff and visitors 

through effective law enforcement 

and proactive crime prevention 

in partnership with the university community.”



• There will be a Q/A time at the end

• If you have a question, 
• someone else is thinking the same thing. 

• Ask!



American World

Federal, State, Local- decentralized Centralized, national police

Posse comitatus- military 

can’t exercise police authority under 

ordinary circumstances

Military can operate on home soil 

and serve in police functions

May use military surplus 

equipment, modified for police use

May use actual military 

equipment operated by military units

All police officers are armed 

with firearms and other less lethal 

weapons

Police may or may not be armed 

with firearms and/or other weapons

Strictly regulated by US 

constitution and courts via “case law”

Various means of regulations

Can use deadly force May or may not use deadly force

AMERICAN LAW ENFORCEMENT



Federal State Local

Enforce Federal Code Enforce State Code Enforce State 
and/or Local codes

Oftentimes have 
very specific mandates, 

DEA, ATF, FBI, ICE

Very broad 
police functions

Very broad 
police functions

Vast agencies 
with tremendous 

resources and the weight 
and support of the 

federal government

Vast agencies with 
many resources, 

specialty units

Oftentimes 
smaller agencies with 

less resources

Cases will be brought 
in Federal court

Cases will be brought 
in state/ local court

Cases will be brought 
in state/ local court

AMERICAN LAW ENFORCEMENT
TYPES



AMERICAN LAW ENFORCEMENT

Police
• Led by Police Chief which are 

hired by political leaders 

and/or University Presidents

• Serve until their contract is 

expired, terminated or 

renewed

• Do not serve in a courthouse 
security capacity

• Can have specialty 

departments such as Transit 

police, campus police, airport 

police etc.. Each with its own 
jurisdictional guidelines 

Sheriff
• Led by Sheriff who is an 

elected by voters

• Serve terms after which 

they are up for 

reelection

• May serve either 

patrol, courtroom or 

corrections functions 

• Some sheriff's 

departments have 

patrol and courtroom, 

some only courtroom



• The US constitution guarantees certain rights. 

• Most recognizable are contained in the Bill of 

Rights.

• The government i.e. the police must abide by these 

rules.

• Failure to do so can invalidate an arrest after the 

fact!

• This will be determined by the courts.

• Do they apply to non-citizens or visa holders?

• Short answer is yes. Most of the rights involved in 

police interactions are afforded to all persons 

• Regardless of citizenship status. 

Constitutional Rights



Constitutional Rights
• 1st Amendment- Freedom of Speech

• Not absolute, can’t compel others to injure 

another.

• 4th Amendment- Right against unlawful search and 

seizure

• Searches/ Seizure require a warrant or a lawful 

exception.

• 5th Amendment- Right against self incrimination

• Applies only to criminal cases, not civil

• 6th Amendment- Right to speedy trial

• 8th Amendment- Right against cruel and unusual 

punishment

• Punishment must fit the crime



• The Stop

• Why would an officer pull me over?

• The Initial Approach

• What if another officer or two pulls behind the initial officer?

• What is generally the outcome?

LET’S TALK ABOUT TRAFFIC STOPS



TRAFFIC STOPS CONTINUED

• Filming a traffic stop is protected by the 1st Amendment

• Livestreaming a traffic stop is protected by the 1st Amendment
• Sharpe v. Winterville Police Department

• Winterville had a policy prohibiting livestreaming due to officer safety concerns

• Mr. Sharpe was a passenger on a traffic stop, was ordered to stop livestreaming, and warned he 
could be arrested in the future if he did so again

• “…Recording police encounters creates information that contributes to discussion about 
governmental affairs. So too does livestreaming disseminate that information, often creating its own 
record. We thus hold that livestreaming a police traffic stop is speech protected by the First 
Amendment…”

• PLEASE plan ahead if recording is something you might do
• Consider a cell phone holder that does not obstruct the driver’s view

• In Virginia, do you have to tell the officers you are recording?
• NO. You do not have to tell us.



ENCOUNTERS IN PUBLIC

• Let’s talk about “consent”

• What is a legal detention?

• What if I am innocent?

• Could I be handcuffed?

• Could I be searched?

• What is a “Pat-down”?



“AM I FREE TO GO?”
“I do not consent”                                                

“I am recording this”                

“Why am I being detained?” Etc.

Or:       “________________” [silence]

• …try to avoid unnecessary arguing. 

• Let the officer answer the questions or respond to the 
statements!

• Could reassure that the officer is truly doing their 
job

• Could build your own case

• If the officer is giving commands?

• Please comply

• Ask for clarification if you’re confused

• Keep hands visible, avoid sudden movement



“AM I FREE TO GO?”

Avoid arguing at length about the 
substance of these matters during the 
incident. 

You will have your day in court where the 
police will have to defend their actions. 

If your rights were truly violated, justice will 
be served either administratively(discipline) 
or civilly (lawsuit) or both further down the 
road.



WHAT ABOUT MY HOME?

• A residence has special constitutional 
protections

• Consent

• Search Warrants

• Arrest Warrants

• Administrative Warrants
• Do not authorize the search of a 

residence

• Recourse
• Comply with commands
• If safe and practical, record
• If safe and practical, have others record

• Think this is fake?
• Call 911 or local non-emergency 

number

• Ask for Credentials

• Ask to see the warrant

• “I do not consent”
• This may not change the actions of the 

LE agency

• Failure to comply may result in forced 
entry

• Physically resisting legitimate law 
enforcement action is dangerous and 
illegal.



WHAT DOES A CUSTODIAL ARREST LOOK LIKE?
• The person will be searched and transported to a Magistrate.

• Handcuffs are the norm.

• The officer will give the facts of the arrest. 

• The Magistrate MAY speak with the arrestee and ask questions. 

• The Magistrate will determine if the charges are appropriate

• If charge(s): they will be released on bail or held until court.

• If not: they will be released.

• If held, they will be brought into the local jail.

• The judge will determine their release status the next day.

• They will be given instructions before and for their next court date 
and will be told any (if any) pretrial release conditions.

• Their case will move through the judicial system until resolution.



What About “Miranda 
Rights”?

• “You have the right to remain silent.”

• “Anything you say can and will be used against you in a court of 

law.”

• “You have the right to talk to a lawyer and have them present with 

you while you are being questioned.”

• “If you cannot afford to hire a lawyer, one will be appointed to 

represent you before any questioning, if you wish.”

• “You can decide at any time to exercise these rights and not 
answer any questions or make any statements.”

• When should they be read to someone?



COURT
• Different Courts for Different Matters

• Juvenile/Domestic Relation
• General District

• Handles most cases
• Circuit
• Appellate
• Supreme

• How do I get a lawyer?
• Hire
• Court-Appointed

• This may not always be available
• Pro Bono

• Some organizations may offer this

• What if my rights were violated?
• Criminal
• Civil
• Administrative



ICE 
• Student PPI is federally protected by FERPA, to include class 

schedules and will not be released without a warrant or judicial 

subpoena.

• To date VA Tech has not received any request for ICE to visit 
campuses.

• VTPD does not serve any immigration related process.

• VTPD does not collect immigration related information other than 

what is required by law.

• ICE is generally permitted in areas open to the public.

• Unless authorized further by a judicial warrant.

• Beware of scams involving scammers claiming to be ICE agents. 



?ICE ON-CAMPUS? 
• This is a “what if” slide.

• There is no known instance of ICE conducting an operation on a 

Virginia Tech campus.

• There are no known plans for ICE to conduct an operation on a 
Virginia Tech campus.

• Local law enforcement leadership have discussed the topic of 

advance notice with local ICE leadership in the past.

• “Will the university community know in advance?”

• Not required.

• Call the VTPD with concerns if safe/practical. 

• The university will follow applicable laws.

• This is a “what if” slide.



?ICE ON-CAMPUS? 
• This is a “what if” slide.

• Do not attempt to obstruct their investigation.

• This can lead to arrest. 

• It can also lead to other unintended enforcement 

behaviors

• “If they come for one, please don’t make them 

leave with six.” 

• If safe and practical, call for the VTPD to respond, if 

they are not already on-scene.

• If safe and practical, record the incident.



?ICE ON-CAMPUS? 
• This is a “what if” slide.

• What if my friend is arrested by ICE?

• Ask your friend for their “A-

Number” 

• Use ICE “locator” site to locate 

friend

• Use ICE official website for 

contact info of facility

• Visits may be in-person or over 

video depending

• Reach out for support:

• Cranwell Center 

• Dean of Students

• well-being.vt.edu/mental.html  



?DOCUMENTS FOR INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS?
• 8 U.S. Code § 1304 - Forms for registration and fingerprinting

• “Every alien, eighteen years of age and over, 

• shall at all times carry with him and have in his personal possession 

• any certificate of alien registration 

• or alien registration receipt card issued to him pursuant to subsection (d). 

• Any alien who fails to comply with the provisions of this subsection shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and shall upon conviction 
for each offense be fined not to exceed $100 or be imprisoned not more than thirty days, or both.”

• This may include documents like a “green card”, I-94, or employment authorization documentation, or a passport with a valid 
visa or stamp…

• Unsure of what to carry?

• Cranwell Center

• Online sources do provide guidance

• Consider online sources carefully before trusting them

• Official government sites

• Official University sites



Q/A





CONNECT WITH COMMUNITY SERVICES
Sgt. Micah Pasquarell 

Micah17@vt.edu

C.S.O. Jamal Jackson

Jjackson17@vt.edu

Cpl. John Tarter

TarterJ@vt.edu
Ofc. Evan Williams

evanaw@vt.edu

mailto:micah17@vt.edu
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