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Statement of Intent (Your reasons for running for this position and 

motivations, maximum 750 words) 

For the last two years, I have had the honor of serving on the Executive Board of the Roanoke 

Graduate Student Association, working to bring resources and community to graduate and 

professional students living and working in Roanoke, as well as represent Roanoke students as 

a member of the GPSS. Having sincerely enjoyed my role with RGSA and GPSS, and wanting 

to expand my involvement beyond the Roanoke campus, I am running to be the 2026-2027 

GPSS Director of Communications. Building on the hard work and dedication of the previous 

Executive Board, I want to expand GPSS’s role as a centralized source of information for all 

graduate and professional students at Virginia Tech and continue to advocate for resource 

accessibility and availability. As Director of Communications, I will seek opportunities to support 

and engage in multi-directional communication between the Virginia Tech Administration, the 

GPSS Executive Board, and GPSS Senators and their constituents, promoting meaningful 

engagement with campus governance with the goal of increasing transparency and efficiency of 

all GPSS communications- both internal and external. Through timely, effective communication, 

I hope to increase intra- and intercampus involvement with GPSS activities, initiatives, and 

meetings, helping build community amongst graduate and professional students and grow a 

campus environment that allows students to thrive. 

 

 

  

  



 
Graduate and Professional Student Senate (GPSS) 
155 Otey St 
25 Graduate Life Center (0186) 
Blacksburg, VA 24061 
gpss@vt.edu | gpss.vt.edu 
 

  
 

Platform Statement (A statement of what you plan to accomplish and 

how you will do it, maximum 750 words) 

As a candidate for the role of 2026-2027 GPSS Director of Communications, I have 4 primary 
initiatives. (1) Continue ongoing efforts to reach academic and student groups that are currently 
without representation in the GPSS, increasing  intra- and intercampus engagement, as well as 
increase overall engagement with GPSS activities and events, through strategic use of both the 
GPSS social media platforms and website. Additionally, I will continue to strengthen the 
relationship between the GPSS and the other Virginia Tech campuses through the connections 
and relationships I have built as a member of the Roanoke Graduate Student Association. (2) In 
an effort to improve the Senate meeting experience, I plan to implement a more comprehensive 
hybrid meeting model, engaging with both Zoom and in-person attendees, closely monitoring 
the Zoom chat feature, and supporting engagement from all campuses. To allow Senators to 
properly plan and prepare for meeting content, detailed agendas will be sent out prior to Senate 
meetings and clear lists of “action items” will be added to meeting slide decks and the weekly 
newsletter for completion between meetings, promoting meeting efficiency and engagement. (3)  
Understanding that effective engagement with campus governance can be difficult, time-
consuming, and at times, confusing, I want to work with the Executive Board to build GPSS 
shared governance “quick guides,” complementing the currently available governance 
dashboard and training videos and providing senators with easy, actionable ways to make the 
most out of their roles on committees and commissions. (4) Lastly, I want to increase Senator 
buy-in to GPSS initiatives and events through frequent, informal polling to determine how 
internal and external GPSS communications can be structured and/or adapted to best serve the 
needs of the Senators, as well as their constituents.    


